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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for regulating a flow of fluid in a tube, 
comprising: 

a housing comprising a curved portion extending along an axis of the tube and 
defining an opening between an end of the curved portion and the housing, the opening 
providing access to a passage configured to at least partially receive the tube; 

an adjustment mechanism rotatably coupled to the housing and selectively 
configurable between a first position and a second position; and 

a stopper at least partially provided in the housing and coupled to the 
adjustment mechanism; 

wherein the stopper is configured to engage the tube when the tube is placed 
through the opening into the passage and the adjustment mechanism is rotated from the first 
position to the second position thereby constricting the tube. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the housing furth e r 
compris e s a curved portion having comprises an inner surface configured to at least partially 
surround the tube. 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the curved portion 
of the housing comprises a flange extending into the passage for securing the tube in the 
passage. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 3, wherein the stopper is configured to 
constrict the tube by pressing the tube against the inner surface of the curved portion. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 4, wherein the stopper comprises a beveled 
surface for engaging the tube, the beveled surface being angled so that the tube is urged 
toward the flange. 



Ml LW_1 864763 



-2- 



Attorney Docket No. 048679-0157 



6. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 5, wherein the stopper is threadably 
coupled to a threaded shaft that is threadably coupled to the adjustment mechanism so that 
rotation of the adjustment mechanism results in movement of the stopper. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein the housing further comprises a 
guide that prevents the stopper from rotating relative to the housing as the adjustment 
mechanism is rotated. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the stopper at least partially 
restricts the flow of fluid in the tube when the adjustment mechanism is in the first position. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein the flow of fluid in the tube is 
not restricted by the stopper when the adjustment mechanism is in the second position. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the flow of fluid in the tube may 
be varied when the adjustment mechanism is configured between the first position and the 
second position. 

11. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the housing is configured to at 
least partially receive a tube at different locations along a length of the tube. 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 11, wherein the housing may be 
installed on the tube by moving the tube through the opening and into the passage at any one 
of a plurality of mov e d to different locations along the length of the tube by a user. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the stopper is a wedge. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the tube is a garden hose. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the housing, adjustment 
mechanism, and stopper are made from plastic. 
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16. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for controlling a flow of fluid in a hose, 
comprising: 

a body having a channel for at least partially receiving the hose, the channel 
comprising a curved portion having an inner surface configured to at least partially surround 
a first portion of the hose and an opening extending along a length of the channel to permit 
placement of the hose in the channel and removal of the hose from the channel ; 

a valve rotatably coupled to the body and configured to selectively move 
between a first position and a second position; and 

a clamp at least partially provided in the body and coupled to the valve, the 
clamp being configured to control the flow of fluid through the first portion of the hose; 

wherein the clamp controls the flow of fluid through the first portion of the 
hose by engaging the hose such that the flow of fluid through the first portion of the hose 
increases or decreases as the valve is moved between the first position and the second 
position. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein the curved portion of the 
channel comprises a lip for securing the hose in the channel. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 17, wherein the clamp is configured to 
compress the hose by pressing the hose against the inner surface of the channel. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 18, wherein the clamp comprises a surface 
that is curved so that the hose is urged toward the lip. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 19, wherein the clamp is threadably 
coupled to a threaded rod that is threadably coupled to the valve so that rotation of the valve 
results in movement of the clamp. 

21. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 20, wherein the body further comprises a 
guide that prevents the clamp from rotating relative to the body as the valve is rotated. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein the clamp at least partially 
restricts the flow of fluid in the first portion of the hose when the valve is in the first position. 
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23. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein the body may be re-positioned 
at different locations along a length of the hose by a user such that the curved portion of the 
channel at least partially surrounds a second portion of the hose. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein the clamp is a wedge. 

25. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein the body may be 
positioned on the hose between a water source and a water accessory by moving the body in a 
direction perpendicular to an axis of the hose so that the hose passes through the opening and 
into the channel . 

26. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein the hose comprises a garden 

hose. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method of producing a valve for controlling a flow of 
fluid in a hose having a diam e t e r , comprising: 

providing a valve housing configured to couple to the hose between a water 
source and a water accessor y, wher e in the valve compris e s:; 

a housing having providing a hook extending along the housing to form a 
passage configured to at least partially receive the hose; , th e passag e comprising a curv e d 
portion having an inn e r surfac e configur e d to at l e ast partially surround th e hose, 

providing an opening coextensive with a length of the passage; 

providing an adjustment mechanism rotatably coupled to the housing and 
selectively configurable between a first position and a second position; and 

providing a clamp at least partially provided in the housing and coupled to the 
adjustment mechanism, wherein the clamp is configured to engage the hose when the 
adjustment mechanism is rotated from the first position to the second position^ 

configuring th e valv e to b e positionable along a length of the hoso go that th e 
housing of th e valv e at least partially r e ceiv e s the hose; and 

configuring th e Valv e so that activating the valve changes the diamet e r of th e 
hos e , th e reby controlling th e flow of fluid in th e hos e. 
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28. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 27, further comprising Claim 23, 
wh e r e in activating the valve compris e s by moving the adjustment mechanism provided on the 
valve between the first position and the second position. 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 28 Claim 2 4, wherein activating 
the valve causes the clamp that is coupled to the adjustment mechanism to constrict the a 
diameter of the hose. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 27 Claim 25 , further comprising 
configuring installing the valve to b e r e positionabl e at a location along the length of the hose 
by moving the hose through the opening and into the passage . 
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